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for one year payments on account of War Debts and Reparations,
by which, incidentally, Poland was temporarily relieved to the
extent of some 114 million zlotys.
As was inevitable, the German crisis, with its spreading ruin,
had its repercussions in Poland as elsewhere. The announcement
of the moratorium had at first a tonic effect on the world situation
especially and naturally enough in Germany, but as some time
passed before it went into operation the benefit resulting from it
was much less than had been anticipated.
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SOVIET
Some stir was caused throughout Europe when towards the end
of August it was announced that negotiations were going on
between France and the Soviet and between Poland and the Soviet
with a view to conclude in each case a treaty of non-aggression.
It presently transpired that there had been pourparlers in Paris,
of which Poland had been kept informed by her ally, respecting
a commercial treaty with the Soviet, which, to improve its standing
in French opinion, had also proposed a pact of non-aggression.
On August 23 Patek, Polish Minister at Moscow, handed to
Litvinoff a proposal for a pact of non-aggression, but there
was nothing new in this as a proposal of much the same kind had
been submitted by Poland to the Soviet in 1926, and there was
the Litvinoff Protocol already in existence.
POLAND AND THE LEAGUE IN SEPTEMBER 1931
Great interest was attached in advance to the September meetings
of the League of Nations, but this was much reduced when Dr.
Schober, representing Austria at Geneva, stated that, with the
assent of Germany, he "would pursue no further" the Austro-
German Customs Union. His statement anticipated the verdict
of the Hague Court which pronounced against the Union by
a narrow majority on the score of its contravention of the Geneva
Protocol of October 1922, but apart from that the conclusive
argument was that it was only through France that the Austrian
need of a loan could be satisfied. Germany, practically bankrupt